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Congressman Doyle Visits Miller Electric Job Site on
Pittsburgh's North Side

Western PA members  are invi ting elected offi cia l s  to tour thei r job s i tes  this
summer to see the work that NECA contractors  do on the ground. Bi l l  Mi l ler
and Mi l ler Electric Construction (MEC) hosted the fi rs t of thes e vi s i ts  wi th
Congressman Mike Doyle (D-Forest Hi l l s ) a t thei r Heinz Lofts  apartment
project on the North Side.

Located in a  former Heinz factory bui lding, which i s  now des ignated a
his toric landmark, the 151 loft apartments  overlook the Al legheny River in a
modern industria l  s tyle, featuring exposed s teel  beams  and origina l  exterior
windows  overlooking the downtown skyl ine. 

Congressman Doyle toured the four-s tory complex, led by Simon Reichbaum
of MEC and Bi l l  Charles  of Mas caro Cons truction, a long with archi tectura l  and
engineering des igners  and IBEW crew members .

Fol lowing the tour, Congressman Doyle s at down with NECA and MEC
representatives  to discuss  NECA's  federa l  legis la tive priori ties , including
energy infras tructure and pol icy legis la tion, authorizing compos i te multi -
employer pens ion plans , and repea l ing the ACA Cadi l lac Tax. 

The Congressman was  very receptive to the needs  of NECA contractors  and
thei r employees . He i s  keeping tabs  on an energy pol icy overhaul  that i s
being cons idered by House and Senate Conference Committee, and he i s  a
cosponsor of H.R. 2050, a  NECA-s upported bi l l  to repea l  the Cadi l lac Tax.

Vis i ts  wi th Members  of Congress  in thei r dis tricts  are an inva luable way to
connect the important services  contractors  perform to the pol icy i s sues  NECA
advocates  in Washington. Each vi s i t a l so counts  as  s ix points  towards  the
annual  NECA Cha i rman's  Cha l lenge. 

Please contact Joel le i f you are interes ted in hosting elected offi cia l s  a t your
job s i te in the future.
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Tim Schultheis Testifies for WPA NECA at PA
Pipeline Infrastructure Hearing

The PA Department of Envi ronmenta l  Protection (DEP) held a  series  of publ ic
hearings  throughout the s tate over the pas t month to hear from individua ls
and interested parties  a ffected by the proposed Mariner Eas t 2 pipel ine
project that would s tretch from Washington County to Delaware County.

Dozens  of union members  and union construction representatives  attended
the Southwestern PA meeting, held at Wes tmoreland County Community
Col lege on August 18th, to speak or s how s upport for the project and the
economic benefi ts  that come with sa fely-ins ta l led energy infras tructure
projects .

State Senator Guy Reschentha ler (R-Mt. Lebanon) and State Representative
El i  Evankovich (R-Murrysvi l le), a long with representatives  of the IBEW,
Operating Engineers , and Pipl iners  unions ; s cienti s ts ; engineers ; and loca l
res idents  a l l  turned out to show s upport for the project and urged the DEP to
approve the envi ronmenta l  permits  needed to proceed.

Representing Western PA NECA, Tim Schul theis  spoke for three minutes
about the benefi ts  of the project, s tating, "The project could create 30,000
direct and indi rect jobs  during the construction phase and approximately 300
to 400 permanent pos i tions  throughout Pennsylvania  once i t i s  bui l t.
Moreover, the Mariner Eas t 2 pipel ine wi l l  enable greater access  to
domestica l ly produced natura l  gas  l iquids  (NGLs ) for manufacturers  and
bus inesses  throughout the region, creating a  cata lys t for indus tria l  activi ty
throughout the enti re Northeas t. NGLs  have a  wide range of uses  --- from the
production of plas tics  and petrochemica ls  to res identia l  and commercia l
heating." 

Opponents  at the meeting ci ted concerns  about certa in portions  of Sunoco's
envi ronmenta l  permit appl ications  that are a l legedly incomplete, as  wel l  as
potentia l  envi ronmenta l  hazards  and eminent domain confl i cts . 

Supporters  reminded the DEP panel  that extens ive res earch shows  pipel ines
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are the safes t method of trans portation for natura l  gas  l iquids , and that
union laborers  are the most highly tra ined and s ki l led cra ftsmen ava i lable
to ensure the projects  are performed to the utmost sa fety and envi ronmenta l
s tandards .

WPA Attends NECA Transportation Event at GOP
National Convention

Lighthouse Electric's  Mark Mikec and Ryan Bandel  accompanied Joel le
Sa lerno to a  transportation pol icy event co-hos ted by Nationa l  NECA at July's
Republ ican Nationa l  Convention in Cleveland. 

The event, ti tled "Connecting America 's  Future: Runways , Rivers , Roads , and
Ra i l s ", hosted a  multi tude of elected offi cia l s . The Western PA Chapter's
representatives  were able to s peak with Western PA Congress men Bi l l
Shuster (PA-09) and Kei th Rothfus  (PA-12), as  wel l  as  Eas tern PA Congressman
Tom Marino (PA-10) and a  number of pol i ti ca l  s ta ff members  on hand. 

The Western PA and Greater Cleveland NECA chapters  were both in
attendance to get to know elected offi cia l s  and bui ld relationships  that wi l l
a l low member contractors  to share the day-to-day effects  of federa l
infras tructure pol icies .

Congressman Shuster, Cha i rman of the influentia l  House Transportation
Committee, works  closely wi th Nationa l  NECA's  government a ffa i rs  team to
advance bus iness -friendly energy, transportation, and waterway
infras tructure pol icy. Cl i ck here for NECA's  breakdown of infras tructure i s sues .
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